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INTRODUCTION 

Coumnagappul Wind farm Limited (The Applicant) is seeking planning permission to construct and 

operate a commercially viable wind farm project on lands The Site includes lands in the townlands 

of Bleantasourmountain, Carrigbrack, Coumnagappul, Glennaneanemountain, Kilkeany, 

Knocavanniamountain and Reanadampaun Commons, in Co. Waterford, hereafter referred to as the 

project. 

 

EMPower: 

EMPower is an Irish renewable energy developer with over 800 Mega Watts in development in 

Europe and Africa. Our senior management team comprises five Irish professionals with a combined 

95 years' experience delivering projects from conception to operation across five continents. 

EMPower’s headquarters is in Dublin. 

EMPower is owned by GGE Ireland Limited, Wind Power Invest A/S and EMP Holdings Limited. 

EMPower commenced project development in Ireland in 2018 following the government’s 

announcement of the Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) and Ireland’s revised electricity 

target of 70% renewables (updated to 80% in 2022) by 2030.  

Our vision is to provide low carbon, ecologically non-invasive, affordable energy to facilitate Ireland’s 

expanding economy and sustainable energy targets. All details in this Coumnagappul Community 

Engagement Report are intended to inform on the process of community engagement employed on 

the Coumnagappul Wind Farm project. Please refer to the main volumes of the Coumnagappul 

Project Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for more detailed project information. At 

all times, the Coumnagappul Project EIAR is to be referred to as the overriding document for planning 

or project information purposes. 

 

The Applicant: 
Coumnagappul Wind Farm Limited is the applicant for the proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm 

project. 

The Project Development: 

A full description of the proposed development for the purposes of the planning application and the 

additional elements that form part of the overall project, assessed as part of the projects EIA, are 

contained in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

The Project refers to the development works within the Planning Redline Boundary but also 

includes lands along the proposed Turbine Delivery Route and Grid Connection Route. 

The Main Project Study Area: 
Refers to the area depicted within the red outline in figure 1 denoted Study Area. 
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The Project Study Areas: 
Refers to different areas within or over which the Coumnagappul Wind Farm project surveys are 

undertaken for the grid route and turbine delivery route. These are specifically defined within each 

technical chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report.  

The Project Development’s Immediate Consultation Zone: 
As per all EMPower Project Developments the Immediate Community Consultation zone refers to a 2-

kilometer radius from the Main Project Study Area and consists of approximately 44 Eircodes. The 

Eircode’s and residence within this area are deemed the Project Developments closest neighbours. 

See figure 1 for illustration. The immediate consultation zone was expanded following the projects 

Stage 3 Community Consultation phase out to a 3km radius (Figure 2) from the Main Projects Study 

Area. This increased the number of households receiving project literature to 108 Eircode’s.   

 

Figure 1 – Stage 1, 2 and 3 - 2km Community Consultation Zone 
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Figure 2 – Stage 4, 5 and 6 - 3km Community Consultation Zone 

 

Stakeholder: 
For the purposes of this report a Stakeholder is defined as an individual or an organization who are 

actively involved in the project, or whose interests may be positively or negatively affected as a 

result of project execution or successful project completion. 

The Planning Consultant: 
Fehily Timoney and Company (FT) are the appointed environmental consultant carrying out the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) compilation for the Coumnagappul project’s 

planning application on behalf of EMPower. FT are a leading Irish engineering, environmental science 

and planning consultancy based in Cork for over 30 years and are formally registered with the National 

Standards Authority of Ireland. FT have over 80 members of staff including engineers, scientists, 

planners and technical support staff. FT will be preparing the Coumnagappul Wind Farm 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report in accordance with Irish and International best practice 

guidelines, the requirements of the EIA Directive and principles of sustainability, to guarantee a 

comprehensive assessment of any likely significant effects this Project Development could potentially 

have on its surrounding environment. 

Community Liaison Officer 
Michael O’Connor is the appointed Community Liaison Officer for the proposed Coumnagappul Wind 

Farm project. Michael holds a B Eng. in Civil and Structural Engineering and a HDip in Business 

Management. Michael has been working as the project manager and community contact for the 

proposed Coumnagappul project since 2021. Michael has over 10 years’ experience in onshore 

windfarm development, construction and operations and has led the community consultation process 

previously on similar renewable projects. Contact information for Michael, EMPower personnel and 
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the Coumnagappul project team have been made available to any interested stakeholders from the 

beginning of the project’s public consultation process. 

The Coumnagappul projects consultation approach 
In the past, wind farm developers may have initiated a projects community consultation process 

shortly before submission of a planning application, when the key design decisions have already been 

made. EMPower seek to involve local communities much earlier in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment and project design process, to facilitate constructive dialogue at a time when it can have 

a meaningful impact on the final project design.  

EMPower has consulted with the local community from the beginning of the detailed design and 

environmental assessment phases of the proposed Coumnagappul project to ensure that the views 

and concerns of members of the local community and interested stakeholders were considered as 

part of the project’s design and the Environmental Impact Assessment process. EMPower believe that 

working as closely as possible with all stakeholders interested in our project proposals, especially the 

local communities in which we propose our projects, makes good sense for us as a commercial 

company, for our project neighbours, and for the ongoing global climate change objectives facing us 

all.  

EMPower believes that community engagement should be undertaken in an appropriate and 

respectful manner with the communities in the environs of any proposed development, at all stages 

of a project lifecycle from Development, Construction through to Operations.  

As a wind energy development company, interested stakeholders and communities will engage in 

conversations about our projects whether we are involved in those conversation or not.  

By not being involved in our project conversation, we: 

➢ lose the opportunity for improvement obtained from other people’s views.  

➢ lose the opportunity that open conversations can foster to deliver projects that benefit both 

local communities and the developer. 

➢ lose the ability to correct misunderstandings about project details. 

 

As with all EMPower projects the Coumnagappul project’s community consultation approach initially 

focused on the near neighbours and dwellings within the Project Development’s immediate 

consultation zone of 2 kilometers. This consultation area represents the closest communities, 

proximity wise to the Project Development’s Main Study Area and will therefore be more susceptible 

to any potential effects caused by the Project Development.  

We continue the focus on the Project Development’s immediate consultation zone throughout the 

project’s messaging and communications by ensuring project messaging is communicated to this 

area first.  

 

Our community consultation approach also recognises the need to ensure interested stakeholders 

further away from the Project Development are also informed as the design iterations are worked 

through and the details of the Project Development evolve. This is achieved by project website 

updates and live interactive public webinars. Our project webinars are advertised beforehand in local 

newspapers, via project newsletters and on the project website. We also hold public information 

evenings, when public health guidelines permit, which again are advertised in local newspapers, the 
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project’s website, and newsletters. 

Our engagement process is designed to not just be an information giving exercise but also ensures 

that both community members local to our Project Development location, and interested 

stakeholders further away, are given the opportunity to be part of the projects design conversation 

and can input on project design details as they evolve towards a final design proposal. 
 

In relation to national guidance on community engagement and consultation for wind energy 

developments, the Wind Energy Development Guidelines (Department of Environment, Heritage, and 

Local Government, 2006) state that: 
 

“While it is not a mandatory requirement, it is strongly recommended that developers of a wind 

energy project should engage in active consultation and dialogue with the local community at an 

early stage in the planning process, ideally prior to submitting a planning application.” 
 

This was further addressed in the Preferred Draft Approach to Wind Energy Development in Ireland 

(June 2017) which stated the following with respect to planning applications for wind farms: 
 

“Planning applications must contain a Community Report prepared by the applicant which will 

specify how the final proposal reflects community consultation. The Community Report must also 

outline steps taken to ensure that the proposed development will be of enduring economic benefit 

to the communities concerned.” 
 

The Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines (Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 

2019) state that “meaningful community consultation also helps developers: 

➢ to refine the design approach to a project reflecting a broadly based community 
perspective 

➢ to explain the potential benefits of a project more clearly to communities 

➢ to establish relationships with the community, as well as empowering communities to 

interact with and benefit more fully from projects. 
 

EMPower are committed to meaningful, transparent consultation, which facilitates more informed 

and active engagement with our Project Developments. This Community Report details EMPower’s 

engagement and liaison with the community local to the Coumnagappul area of Co. Waterford and to 

the proposed Coumnagappul project’s Study Area as well as those interested Stakeholders further 

afield.  

A comprehensive stakeholder register has been, and will continue to be, maintained throughout the 

full project life cycle. This ensures that any queries received via email, post, phone or from the website 

contact forms are adequately responded to as promptly as possible and any follow ups needed by 

project design team personnel are monitored, actioned, and recorded. At the time of writing there 

were no open questions or comments to be responded to on the proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm 

project. Appendix 1a collates the main queries and question themes which have been received and 

responded to by the project design team. 
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COUMNAGAPPUL WIND FARM PROJECT CONSULTATION SUMMARY  
 

Stage 1 – 2019 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm  

➢ Dedicated Project Website Goes Live – www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie 

➢ First Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation 2km zone (44 
Eircode’s) 

➢ The project’s first In Person Project Information Event was hosted on 21/08/2019 – All 
interested Stakeholders 

 
EMPower started community consultation for the proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm project in 

2019. The objective for Stage 1 of the proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm consultation was to 

introduce the initial design proposal for the Project Development as well as EMPower as a company 

to stakeholders local to the projects Study Area. This Stage 1 consultation aimed to generate 

awareness of the Project Development and begin a design conversation with the communities 

closest to the Project Development’s location at a time when the detailed project design work and 

study was commencing. 

 

The first Coumnagappul Project Information Newsletter (Appendix 1b) was distributed in July 2019 

and provided details on EMPower as a company, the project location and initial design proposal, 

project schedule and community benefit potential for a renewable energy project such as this. It also 

provided information on the Environmental Impact Assessment process being initiated as well as 

contact information for EMPower and the project design team.  

 

A dedicated project website, www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie was launched at this time also, to 

inform any interested stakeholders of the particulars of the projects progression and also to 

communicate any webinars, in-person events that will be taking place.  

 

During this stage 1 phase of the projects consultation there were many conversations facilitated with 

interested stakeholders who were mainly located within 2km from the Project Developments Study 

Area. 

 

The Project Development’s first In Person Project Information Event was hosted on 21/08/2019 in 

the Dungarvan Park Hotel between 4:00pm and 7:00pm. The event was advertised in the Dungarvan 

Observer on the 16/08/2019 (Appendix 1c) as well as on the project website, 

www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie. This in Person Project Information Event was hosted in order to 

provide information related to the design of the Coumnagappul Windfarm proposal. Empowers 

objective was to address any community questions or suggestions early in the development stage, 

provide information on the early design works underway and give an indication of the next steps for 

the proposal. Materials provided at various information stations during the meeting included: 

➢ EMPower company information 

➢ Project design information 

➢ Environmental Impact assessment 

➢ Frequently asked questions 

http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
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➢ Community benefits 

➢ Maps were provided illustration proposed site access options, the project’s Study Area 

proposed grid routes 

➢ The project website was launched 

 

Approximately 50 individuals attended the event. One individual requested a follow-on individual 

meeting which was facilitated by EMPower. Discussion points mainly centered around the below 

areas: 

 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

Concern around noise levels and proximity 
to wind turbines  

The project team explained the current guidelines 
and restrictions around decibel levels permitted with 
respect to wind farms and the legislation and 
guidelines required setback distances. 

How many turbines are being proposed for 
the project 

The project team outlined the proposed number of 
turbines and the reasons for selecting these turbine 
positions and engaged with stakeholders’ 
observations and Queries regarding same. 

Queries regarding devaluation of house 
prices in the vicinity of wind farms 

The project team outlined the different studies that 
have been undertaken in this area. 

Concern around Infrasound, noise & 
vibration  

The project team explained the technological 
advancements in turbine production regarding noise, 
engaged with stakeholders on these queries and 
outlined that the project would be developed to the 
very latest legislation and guidelines. 

Enquiring about potential grid route The project team outlined the grid connection studies 
underway to identify the most viable options to 
connect to the national grid infrastructure. 

Queries about traffic management during 
the potential construction phase 

The project team outlined that traffic management 
during the construction phase would be fully assessed 
in the EIAR. A traffic management plan would be put 
in place to minimise the disruption to local residents 
and road users including the use of specialist heavy 
haulage transport company during the construction 
phase in conjunction with TII, An Garda Siochana and 
the Local authority. 

Enquiring about the Community Benefit 
Fund available to the project  

The project team talked through the potential 
benefits of the community fund, the different 
allocations of the fund and how the fund could be 
accessed. 

 

 

This in-person project event also generated further local public newspaper articles and conversations 

which communicated the Project Developments particulars to a wider audience. 
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Stage 2 – 2020 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm  

➢ First Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (44 Eircode’s) 

➢ First Project Design Online Webinar was hosted on the 10/12/2020 – All interested 
Stakeholders 

 

This Stage 2 Community Project Information letter (Appendix 2a) was distributed to the 44 Eircode’s 

within the Project Development’s immediate consultation zone.  

This Project Community Letter was distributed from 27/11/2020 and reiterated information on 

EMPower as a company, details on the main project area, the potential of the associated Community 

Benefit Fund and contact details for the project design team.  

 

The community letter also invited interested stakeholders to join an interactive Project Design Online 

Webinar on the 10/12/2020 from 7pm to 8pm where project particulars could be discussed and 

conversed on, in an interactive forum. The time and date for this webinar was also advertised on the 

project’s website and in the 04/12/2020 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 2b) to 

generate awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone.  

 

 

The first Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Design Online Webinar (Appendix 2c) was facilitated at 

7pm on the 10/12/2020. The webinar lasted approximately 1 hour. There was significant interest in 

the Project Development by the individuals who attended and the questions and answers session 

running over the allocated time period. After the event, a link to the webinar recording was posted 

to the project website www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie 

On this first Coumnagappul project webinar, design team members described EMPower as a 

company and the important role renewable energy can play in Ireland’s energy system. The process 

EMPower employed to select the Coumnagappul Study Area as a potential renewable wind energy 

project was also described. The purpose of the webinar was to discuss the current project proposal, 

in its current design phase. Project particulars such as the Main Study Area, turbine delivery routes 

and grid connection routes were focused on as well as the overall Environmental Impact Assessment 

process. Aspects of the potential Community Benefit Fund and near neighbour scheme the project 

could facilitate were also talked though and discussed along with project predicted timelines, project 

next steps and project contact details.  

 

Conversation points prior, during and in the weeks after the first project design online webinar 

included the below: 

 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

Enquiring about EMPower as a company The project team talked through the origins of the 
company, its inception, founding members and 
previous experience of the team in renewable energy 
projects. 

http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
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The reasons EMPower are scoping in this 
area for a wind energy project 

The project team talked through the project selection 
process, the initial screening of an area, identifying of 
constraints, feasibility studies, County Development 
Plan considerations, wind speeds and all the other 
factors which inform project site selection. 

The proposed project location 

 

The project team outlined the project buildable area 
and the extent of the wider study area. 

Enquires about the access and delivery 
routes being proposed for the project 

The project team outlined the potential access routes 
being considered and listened to stakeholders’ 
suggestions regarding shortening the overall delivery 
route. Alternative access routes were accessed as a 
result. Described the grid connection studies 
underway to identify the most viable options to 
connect to the national grid infrastructure. 

Questions around the impacts to local flora 

and fauna 

 

The project team described the full scope of 
environmental assessments being undertaken by 
various industry experts and consultants to identify 
and protect the biodiversity of the project area and 
its wider surrounds. Outlined the ecological impact 
assessment that will be carried out to assess the 
impact on the site’s flora and fauna, evaluating 
potential impacts and work done to minimise these 
potential impacts on the local ecosystem in line with 
industry best practice. 

What impacts are possible for peat habitats 
and waterbodies 

The project team discussed the scope of 
environmental assessments and outlined the current 
legislation established to protect water quality in 
Ireland and also the guidelines set out to preserve 
and protect peatland habitat which this project will 
adhere to. 

Questions about the potential noise effects 
from the project development 

The project team explained the current guidelines 
and restrictions around decibel levels permitted with 
respect to wind farms and the required setback 
distances from housing. 

The possible impacts for nearby European 
designated sites 

The project team described how certain areas are 
designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or NHA/pNHA’s and 
how this status ensures the protection of species and 
habitats within these areas. 

The scale and number of turbines that are 
possible for this project 

The project team outlined the proposed number of 
turbines feasible on this project site and the reasons 
for selecting these turbine positions. The hub height, 
blade length and overall scale of the proposed 
turbines machines was also relayed.  

The potential visual effects of the project The project team described how landscape and visual 
environmental consultants have been assessing the 
study area to identify and outline the potential visual 
effects of the project. Explained how a zone of 
theoretical visibility (ZTV) will be produced outlining 
which turbines will be visible from various locations. 
Photo montages will identify the visual impact of the 
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project by showing the operational turbines in situ. 
These photo montages will be made available online 
for stakeholders to review and comment.  

The Community Benefit Fund available to 

the project 

The project team talked through the potential 
benefits of the community fund, the different 
allocations of the fund and how the fund could be 
accessed. 

The projected timelines for the 

construction of the project 

 

The project team outlined the estimated project 
schedule timelines for each of the project phases 
right through to potential construction.  

Enquiring about the planning process and 

the decision timelines from the consenting 

authority 

 

The project team outlined the projects pathway to 
submission in terms of the planning process, including 
details regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) that will accompany the 
planning submission. That all the planning documents 
and the EIAR will be available for public comment 
during the planning review process prior to the 
consenting authority making a judgement on the 
application.   

Enquiring about where the generated 

electricity from the project would be 

distributed. 

 

The project team relayed that the electricity 
generated from this project would be connected via 
the National Eirgrid / ESB managed national networks 
and distributed as required. 

 

The above conversation points were used to inform future project messaging where stakeholder 

questions were expanded on where relevant. 

 

Stage 2 of our Coumnagappul project community engagement process highlighted concerns from the 

community to the northwest of the projects Study Area regarding main project access. The design 

team were considering a feasibly project access route from the Kilkeany/Knockavannia area which 

would approach the project Study Area from the northwest. Local residents in this area raised 

concerns that this proposed route would increase traffic and bring larger component deliveries into 

this area. The residents noted that if the project delivery route was shortened, the dwellings north of 

the Study Area would be unaffected from an increased traffic point of view. The project design team 

committed to exploring alternative routes and progressed an alternative project access route from 

the west which shortened the overall delivery route. 

 

Stage 3 – 2021 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm  

➢ Second Project Information Newsletter distributed to the projects 2km Immediate 
consultation zone (44 Eircodes) 

➢ Second Project Community Letter distributed to the projects 2km Immediate consultation 
zone (44 Eircodes) 

➢ Second Online Design Webinar was hosted on 01/06/2022– All interested Stakeholders 
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The main aim of the May 2021 Project Newsletter and Community Letter was to generate further 

conversation and awareness of the Project Development in the areas local to the project’s Study 

Area. The Project Development’s second newsletter (Appendix 3a) was distributed to 44 Eircode’s in 

the 2km immediate consultation zone surrounding the Project Developments Study Area in May 

2021. A community letter was also included with this second project newsletter (Appendix 3b). The 

May 2021 project newsletter reiterated information on EMPower as a company as well as the project 

location and design features at this stage of design. Updated project predicted timelines and the 

potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for the Project Development at this stage of 

design were also discussed. The newsletter also discussed topical Environmental Impact Assessment 

project studies such as Noise, Biodiversity, Hydrology, Ecology, Population and Human Health and 

the Landscape and Visual assessment currently underway. The Newsletter also highlighted some of 

the frequently asked questions as well as an illustration of the project location and layout including 

an image of what a wind turbine project looks like in an Irish context. Project team contact 

information was also shared in the newsletter. One of the aims of the project newsletter was to invite 

interested stakeholders to attend the second Project Design Online Webinar on 01/06/2021. The 

time and date for this webinar was also advertised on the project’s website, 

www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie 

and in the 28/05/2021 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 3c) to generate awareness of 

the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone.  

 

The second Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Design Webinar (Appendix 3d) was facilitated at 7pm 

on the 01/06/2022. The webinar lasted approximately 1.5 hours. There was significant interest in the 

Project Development with the questions and answers session continuing over the webinars allocated 

1 hour. After the event, a link to the webinar recording was posted to the project website 

www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie 

On this second Coumnagappul project webinar design team members again described EMPower as 

a company and the important role renewable energy can play in Ireland’s energy system. The process 

EMPower employed to select the Coumnagappul Study Area as a potential renewable wind energy 

project was again touched on as this topic continued to be a question which was asked from 

interested stakeholders. The purpose of the webinar was to discuss project particulars such as the 

Main Study Area, turbine delivery routes, and grid connection routes were focused on as well as the 

overall Environmental Impact Assessment process. Aspects of the potential Community Benefit Fund 

and near neighbour scheme the project could facilitate were also talked though and discussed along 

with project predicted timelines, project next steps and project contact details.  

Conversation points prior, during and in the weeks after the second project webinar included the 

below: 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

The potential visual effects of the project 

 

The project team described how landscape and visual 
environmental consultants have been assessing the 
study area to identify and outline the potential visual 
effects of the project. Explained how a zone of 
theoretical visibility (ZTV) will be produced outlining 
which turbines will be visible from various locations. 
Photo montages will identify the visual impact of the 

http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
http://www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie/
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project by showing the operational turbines in situ. 
These photo montages will be made available online 
for stakeholders to review and comment on during 
the planning review process. 

How the Community Benefit Fund will be 

allocated 

 

The project team talked through the potential 
benefits of the community fund, the different 
allocations of the fund and how the fund could be 
accessed. 

Potential Turbine Delivery Route The project team outlined the potential access routes 
being considered and listened to stakeholders’ queries 
regarding shortening the overall delivery route where 
possible. Alternative access routes were accessed as a 
result. 

How will the project be accessed from the 
public road network 

The project team outlined the different potential 
route access points from the public road still being 
assessed. 

Will there be potential damage to roads in 

the area 

The project team outlined the various mitigation 
measures that would be undertaken during the 
construction phase to limit the disruption to local 
residents and local roads. Any removal of street 
furniture, enhancement or upgrading of roads to 
accommodate haulage would be assessed by 
consultants and included in the EIAR and agreed in 
advance with the appropriate local authorities.  

Are there plans for further development in 

the area by EMPower 

 

The project team described the process the company 
takes to screen suitable areas that potentially could 
host a renewable energy project. The project team 
discussed that EMPower are constantly assessing new 
areas as a renewable energy developer. The process 
underway for the Dyrick Hill wind Farm Project was 
discussed. EMPower has strong links and working 
relationships with landowners in the Coumnagappul 
area and can assess a landowner holding if asked or if 
buildable area exists under legislative guidelines. The 
Project team outlined that any future developments 
in the wider Coumnagappul area or any part of the 
country would be subject to a separate planning 
application and community engagement process. 

The potential grid connection options The project team outlined the grid connection studies 
underway to identify the most viable options to 
connect to the national grid infrastructure. 

Are there potential effects on 

watercourses in the locality 

 

The project team relayed the current legislation 
established to protect water quality in Ireland under 
the Water Framework Directive.  

Are there likely impacts for local flora and 

fauna 

 

The project team described the full scope of 
environmental assessments being undertaken by 
various industry experts and consultants to identify 
and protect the biodiversity of the project area and 
its wider surrounds. 

What impacts are possible for peat habitats The project team outlined the current guidelines set 
out to preserve and protect peatland habitat. 
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What impacts are possible for European 

designated sites 

 

The project team described how certain areas are 
designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) This status ensures 
the protection of species and habitats within these 
areas. 

Planning Application process in general and 

the Strategic Infrastructure Process 

The project team outlined the projects pathway to 
submission in terms of the planning process, including 
details regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and The Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) that will accompany the planning 
submission. Explained that Strategic Infrastructure 
Development projects are submitted to An Bord 
Pleanála for assessment and that all planning 
documents will be available for public review and 
comment during the planning review process prior to 
the consenting authority making a judgement on the 
application. Information on how to make a public 
submission or observation on a strategic 
infrastructure development application was also 
outlined.  

 

 

The discussion points and conversations raised during this stage 3 community consultation event were 

used to inform future project messaging and the overall community consultation process and the 

webinar recording, which included the live questions and answers session, was uploaded to the 

project’s website for any interested stakeholders to view. 

During conversations with interested stakeholders following the release of the May 2021 
Newsletter, Community Letter and also during the online webinar of the 01/06/2021, concerns were 
highlighted from the community regarding the immediate consultation zone and the need to expand 
the area further than 2km from the Project Developments study area. EMPower took on board this 
suggestion that widening the community consultation zone for future community literature 
distribution may be beneficial. This request was implemented for the next stage of the project's 
communication. 
  

 

Stage 4 – Sept. 2022 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm  

➢ Third Project Information Newsletter distributed to a 3-kilometer radius from the projects 
Study Area (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Third Project Community Letter distributed to a 3-kilometer radius from the project’s Study 
Area (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Third Design Online Webinar was hosted on 05/10/2022– All interested Stakeholders 

➢ The project’s second In Person Project Information Event was hosted on 12/10/2022 – All 
interested Stakeholders 

 
The September 2022 project newsletter (Appendix 4a) was distributed to 108 Eircode’s surrounding 

the project’s Study Area from the 28/09/2022. Taking onboard suggestions from residents local to the 
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Project Developments Study Area following the Stage 3 Community Consultation we increased the 

project Immediate Consultation Zone to 3km (Figure 2) from the previous Immediate Consultation 

Zone of 2km (Figure 1). This increased the households receiving project literature from the 44 

Eircode’s consulted during Stage 3 of the community consultation process to 108 Eircode’s consulted 

during this Stage 4 Community Consultation. The number of Eircode’s receiving project consultation 

material was increased to further raise awareness of the project in the wider area.  

A project Community Letter was also included with this third project newsletter (Appendix 4b). The 

September 2022 Coumnagappul project newsletter and associated community letter invited 

interested stakeholders to join the third Online Project Design Webinar on the 05/10/2022 at 7pm 

where project particulars could be discussed and conversed on in an interactive forum. The interactive 

Project Design Webinar details were advertised in the 30/09/2022 edition of the Dungarvan Observer 

(Appendix 4c) and also on the project website in order to generate further awareness outside of the 

project’s 3km immediate consultation zone. This project newsletter also invited interested 

Stakeholders to attend the second in-person project information evening in the Sliabh gCua 

Community Centre, Touraneena on the 12/10/2022 between 4.00pm and 8.00pm. Interested 

Stakeholders were invited to drop in anytime between 4pm and 8pm to discuss the proposed 

Coumnagappul wind farm project and its associated design process with members of the project 

design team. 

The interactive in person project information evening was advertised in the 07/10/2022 edition of the 

Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 4d) and also on the project website in order to generate further 

awareness outside of the project’s 3km immediate consultation zone. 

The third Coumnagappul Wind Farm project newsletter detailed the proposed Coumnagappul project 

particulars at this the Design Iteration 3 stage. The project's design process, how the design is 

formulated, why this location is suitable for a wind project and details of the company EMPower were 

again outlined. The Project Development’s location and the surrounding topography and habitats of 

the Study Area were also discussed. Information on the Environmental Impact Assessment elements 

of the Project Development such as Population and Human Health, Biodiversity, Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology, Noise and Vibration and Land Soils and Geology were detailed in the newsletter in 

order to generate further conversation. The Coumnagappul project timelines and the potential of the 

associated Community Benefit Fund for the Project Development at this design stage were also listed 

along with again highlighting the project team’s contact details.  

This project messaging also illustrated a 10 Wind Turbine Project proposal for the first time. This was 

a reduction from a previous 11 Wind Turbine project proposal at Design Iteration 2. Turbine 9 on the 

east side of the project was omitted. The overall potential visual impact of the project, the buildability 

of this omitted turbine and local stakeholder’s concerns on the sprawling nature of the development 

was one of the deciding factors for this omission. Also, Turbine 3 on the west side of the project Study 

Area was moved further south which helped minimize the potential visual impact of the proposal. As 

Landscape and Visual Impact was a concern to interested stakeholders this redesign was welcomed 

by many during conversation at the October 2022 Webinar and October 2022 In-Person Public 

information event. 

There was some disruption to the public delivery of this project Newsletter and Community Letter to 

eircodes in the 3km consultation zone. This led to some residents in the community receiving the 

documentation ahead of others over an approximate 2-week period. This led to frustration for some 

stakeholders as information was not shared with the immediate community all in one go as per 

EMPowers usual delivery procedures. Unfortunately, this issue was outside of EMPowers control and 
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was a decision taken by the company employed to distribute the literature. Learnings were taken on 

board for future project deliveries. The material was posted to the project website and copies of the 

literature were posted to anyone who requested a further copy. 

The purpose of the Online Design Webinar on 05/10/2022 (Appendix 4e) was to discuss the current 

project proposal as it moved towards advanced stages of the design. Project particulars such as the 

Main Study Area and project elements, turbine delivery and grid connection routes were discussed as 

well as the overall Environmental Impact Assessment process. Aspects of the potential Community 

Benefit Fund and near neighbor scheme the project could facilitate were also talked though and 

discussed along with the project’s predicted timelines, project next steps, the upcoming planning 

application process for the project and project contact details. 53 individuals registered for the 

webinar and 37 people attended on the night. Following the October 2022 webinar, a transcript of all 

the questions posed and answered given during the webinar (Appendix 4f) was uploaded to the 

project website along with a recording of the webinar for any interested Stakeholders who wanted to 

watch the webinar back in their own time. Webinar questions posed on the webinar evening were all 

addressed, and the answers were posted on the project website, www.coumnagappulwindfarm.ie 

Conversation points prior, during and in the weeks after the third project webinar included the 

below: 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

The Landscape and Visual project elements 

 

 

The project team described how landscape and visual 
environmental consultants have been assessing the 
study area to identify and outline the potential visual 
effects of the project. Explained how a zone of 
theoretical visibility (ZTV) will be produced outlining 
which turbines will be visible from various locations. 
Photo montages will identify the visual impact of the 
project by showing the operational turbines in situ. 
These photo montages will be made available online 
for stakeholders to review and comment. 

How will the Community Benefit Fund be 

allocated 

 

The project team talked through the potential 
benefits of the fund to the community, the different 
allocations of the fund and how the fund could be 
accessed. 

What is the potential Turbine Delivery 

Route 

 

The project team outlined the potential access routes 
being considered and the alternative access routes 
being reviewed as a result of stakeholder 
engagement. 

Traffic Management The project team outlined that traffic management 
during the construction phase would be fully assessed 
in the EIAR. A traffic management plan would be put 
in place to minimise the disruption to local residents 
and road users including the use of specialist heavy 
haulage transport company during the construction 
phase in conjunction with TII, An Garda Siochana and 
the Local authority. 

Future plans for EMPower in the area 

 

The project team described the process the company 
takes to screen suitable areas that potentially could 
host a renewable energy project. The project team 
discussed that EMPower are constantly assessing new 
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areas as a renewable energy developer. The process 
underway for the Dyrick Hill Wind Farm Project was 
discussed. EMPower has strong links and working 
relationships with landowners in the Coumnagappul 
area and can assess a landowner holding if asked or if 
buildable area exists under legislative guidelines. The 
Project team outlined that any future developments 
in the wider Coumnagappul area or any part of the 
country would be subject to a separate planning 
application and community engagement process. 

What is the proposed grid connection 

route 

 

The project team outlined the grid connection studies 
underway to identify the most viable options to 
connect to the national grid infrastructure. 

Hydrology and Hydrogeology findings The project team described the current hydrological 
and hydrogeological assessments underway and the 
legislation established to protect water quality in 
Ireland under the Water Framework Directive. 

Habitat assessments 

 

The project team described the full scope of 
environmental assessments being undertaken by 
various industry experts and consultants to identify 
and protect the biodiversity of the project area and 
its wider surrounds. As part of the ecological 
assessments, species habitats will be mapped and 
potential impacts on the local ecosystem will be 
evaluated and mitigated against in line with industry 
best practice. 

Next Steps and Planning Application 

process 

The project team outlined the projects pathway to 
submission in terms of the planning process, including 
details regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and The Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) that will accompany the planning 
submission. It was explained that Strategic 
Infrastructure Development projects are submitted to 
An Bord Pleanála for assessment and that all planning 
documents will be available for public review and 
comment during the planning review process prior to 
the consenting authority making a judgement on the 
application. Information on how to make a public 
submission or observation on a strategic 
infrastructure development application was also 
outlined. 

 

The purpose of the project’s second in-person project information evening, held in the Sliabh gCua 

Community Centre, Touraneena on the 12/10/2022 (Appendix 4g) was to meet with any interested 

stakeholders and discuss in person the various stages of the project design process underway. 

Interested stakeholders could drop in anytime between 4.00pm and 8.00pm to discuss the proposed 

Coumnagappul Wind Farm project with members of the project design team and view the most up to 

date project information in person. The project information evening was attended by approximately 

42 people who arrived at various stages throughout the evening. 5 members of the EMPower design 
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team were available to discuss the projects design process and any queries or conversation points 

relevant to the overall project proposal. 

The main topics discussed during the evening were; 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

The Landscape and Visual project elements The project team described how landscape and visual 
environmental consultants have been assessing the 
study area to identify and outline the potential visual 
effects of the project. Explained how a zone of 
theoretical visibility (ZTV) will be produced outlining 
which turbines will be visible from various locations. 
Photo montages will identify the visual impact of the 
project by showing the operational turbines in situ. 
These photo montages will be made available online 
for stakeholders to review and comment. 

Ornithology in the wider area The project team described the extent of the 
ornithological assessments being carried out for the 
project included the wider surrounding habitats as 
well as the main project Study Area. Outlined that a 
desk-top study was conducted prior to the 
commencement of bird survey work, to gain an 
understanding of the bird populations using the area 
through present habitats and previous species 
records. Following the review of this ornithological 
data, several bird surveys were carried out including; 
Vantage Point Surveys, Transect surveys during both 
winter and summer season and Hinterland Surveys. 
The species identifed during the studies were 
dicussed. 

Wind turbine capacity factors and site 

suitability and selection 

The project team talked through the site selection 
process, the initial screening of an area, identifying of 
constraints, feasibility studies, County Development 
Plan considerations, wind speeds and all the other 
factors which inform project site selection. The 
project team explained that wind turbine capacity 
factors are dependent on many variables but can 
typically range from 28.3% to 35%. 

Irish planning process and a renewable 

projects path to consent 

The project team outlined the projects pathway to 
submission in terms of the planning process, including 
details regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and The Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) that will accompany the planning 
submission. It was explained that Strategic 
Infrastructure Development projects are submitted to 
An Bord Pleanála for assessment and that all planning 
documents will be available for public review and 
comment during the planning review process prior to 
the consenting authority making a judgement on the 
application. Information on how to make a public 
submission or observation on a strategic 
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infrastructure development application was also 
outlined. 

Environmental Impact Assessment Process The project team described in detail the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Process 
undertaken for this project. The study area 
assessments carried out over an extended period, 
including ecological and aquatic surveys, 
ornithological surveys, geotechnical and hydrological 
ground investigations, shadow flicker modelling, 
noise modelling, archaeological surveys, landscape 
and visual assessment and many more. To ensure 
that the project’s Environmental Impact Assessment 
process is appropriately carried out, an information 
document detailing project particulars is prepared 
and circulated to a list of statutory and non-statutory 
consultees to ensure that the project’s EIAR is 
addressing all relevant topics specific to the local 
area. 

Community Benefit associated with the 

project 

The project team talked through the potential 
benefits of the fund to the community, the different 
allocations of the fund and how the fund could be 
accessed. 

Renewable energy in Ireland The project team outlined the contribution of 
renewable energy in Ireland to date and the 
Governments Climate Action Plan pathway to 2030. 

Traffic and component transport 

associated with the project 

The project team outlined that traffic management 
during the construction phase would be fully assessed 
in the EIAR. A traffic management plan would be put 
in place to minimise the disruption to local residents 
and road users including the use of specialist heavy 
haulage transport company during the construction 
phase in conjunction with TII, An Garda Siochana and 
the Local authority. 

What is the likely grid connection point for 

the project 

The project team outlined that at this stage of the 

project the most viable route to connect to the 

national grid infrastructure would be via the 
Dungarvan 110kv substation near Killadangan. 

However, the final grid connection methodology and 

the exact location of the underground grid 

connection within the proposed site boundary will be 

finalized prior to construction and in consultation 

with Waterford City and County Council, ESB and 

Eirgrid having regard to all the environmental 

protection measures outlined in the Environmental 

Impact assessment Report. 

 

 

The discussion points and conversations raised during this October 2022 community consultation 

phase were used to inform future project messaging and the overall community consultation process. 
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One particular point was a request for any future project open evening events to be held in the nearby 

Ballymacarbry Community Centre, as it may allow a greater number of interested stakeholders to 

attend. EMPower committed to considering this request. 

 

 

Stage 5 – Dec. 2022 Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm 

➢ Fourth Project Information Newsletter distributed to a 3-kilometer radius from the projects 

Study Area (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Fourth Project Community Letter distributed to a 3-kilometer Immediate consultation zone 

(108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Projects Online Virtual Exhibition Room Goes Live 

 

This fourth project Newsletter (Appendix 5a) was distributed to 108 Eircode’s surrounding the 

project’s Study Area from the 14/12/2022. A project Community Letter was also included with this 

fourth project newsletter (Appendix 5b).  

This newsletter detailed the proposed Coumnagappul project information at this the Design Iteration 

3a stage of the project’s development. All elements of the project proposal were listed and the reasons 

why the Coumnagappul area is suitable for wind energy and details on EMPower as a company were 

again discussed, including details of the project design process. Five photomontages illustrating what 

the project will look like if constructed were also illustrated along with the overall landscape and visual 

assessment process.  

The Coumnagappul project timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for 

the Project Development at this stage of design along with project contact details were also listed. 

 

One of the main aims of this project Newsletter was to highlight the fact that the Coumnagappul 

Project’s Community Consultation Online Exhibition Room was now open (Appendix 5c) and that it 

can be accessed from the home page of the project website. This project engagement feature allows 

interested stakeholders to access and view detailed project information presented by members of the 

project design team.  

 

The online exhibition contains interactive information videos and high-definition drawings and 

illustrations on topics such as: 

 

➢ The project team and project contact details. 

➢ The project location and general project overview. 

➢ Wind energy and community benefits. 

➢ Project Development delivery timelines and grid route. 

➢ Landscape and visual mapping and the landscape and visuals assessment process.  

➢ Design iteration 1, 2 and 3 illustrations 

➢ Interactive 360° Google Map styled viewer showing how the project will look if built out from 

29 separate viewpoints surrounding the project’s Study Area. 

➢ Environmental Impact Assessment information relative to the proposed Coumnagappul Wind 
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Farm project. 

➢ Frequently asked questions. 

➢ Transport and delivery routes and maps with added functionality.  

 

The Community Consultation Online Exhibition Rooms photomontage viewer depicting what the 

Project Development will look like in the landscape if built out proved a particular success in helping 

interested stakeholders visualize what the project will look like. 

 

 

Stage 6 - April 2023 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm 

➢ Fifth Project Information Newsletter distributed to a 3-kilometer radius from the projects 

Study Area (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Fifth Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ The project’s third In Person Project Information Event was hosted on 26/04/2023 – All 
interested Stakeholders 

 

This Project Newsletter (Appendix 6a) was distributed to 108 Eircode’s surrounding the project’s Study 

Area from the 15/04/2023. A project Community Letter was also included with this fifth project 

Newsletter (Appendix 6b).  

The April 2023 Newsletter detailed the proposed Coumnagappul project information at this Design 

Iteration 3b stage of the project’s development. 

 

The fifth Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Newsletter and associated Community Letter detailed the 

proposed Coumnagappul project information at this, Design Iteration Stage 3b. All elements of the 

project proposal were listed along with maps detailing the proposed wind farm layout, grid connection 

access and turbine component delivery routes. Further information on some of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment topics that were undertaken for the Project Development such as Archaeology 

and Ornithology was illustrated, along with more detailed outlines of the proposed grid and turbine 

delivery route options being assessed. An explanation of how wind turbines work, a topic raised during 

Stage 5 of the community consultation was described. Three photomontages illustrating what the 

project would look like if constructed were discussed along with the planning process for the proposed 

Coumnagappul Wind Farm and how members of the public can make observations and comments on 

the final submitted project proposal. 

 

The Coumnagappul project timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for 

the Project Development at this design stage were also listed along with highlighting project contact 

details. This fifth project newsletter also invited interested Stakeholders to attend the third in-person 

project information evening in the Ballymacarbry Community Centre, Ballymacarbry, on the 

26/04/2023 between 4.00pm and 8.00pm. Interested Stakeholders were invited to drop in anytime 

between 4pm and 8pm to discuss the proposed Coumnagappul wind farm project and its associated 

design process with members of the project design team. 

 

This project information evening was advertised on the project newsletter, the dedicated project 
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website and in the 14/04/2023 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 6c) to generate further 

awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone. Posters (Appendix 6d) 

were also erected in the shop at Beary’s Cross, Ballymacarbry Post Office, the Ballymacarbry 

Community Centre and Doocey’s Shop on 18/04/2023. Emails were sent to all stakeholders on the 

24/04/2023 who had contacted the project previously by email or the project website, informing them 

of the Public Consultation Evening. 

 

 

 

Hi Ms W, 

I hope you are keeping well. 

As you have contacted our Coumnagappul project website previously I just wanted to let you know 

that the project team are facilitating the third Coumnagappul project in-person information evening 

in the Ballymacarbry Community Centre, Ballymacarbry on the 26/04/2023 between 4.00pm and 

8.00pm. 

If it suits, you can drop in anytime between 4.00pm and 8.00pm to discuss the proposed Coumnagappul 

wind farm project with members of the design team and view the most up to date project information. 

Also attached you will find a Newsletter recently distributed within 3km of the Project Developments 

Study Area. 

Thank you for your continued interest in this Project Development. 

  

Kind Regards, 

Michael O’Connor 

The Proposed Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project 

 

 

The Project Consultation Evening (Appendix 6e) was attended by approximately 50 - 55 people who 

arrived at various stages throughout the evening. 6 members of the EMPower design and Land team 

were available to discuss the projects design process and any queries or conversation points relevant 

to the overall project proposal. As landscape and visual project elements had been of particular 

interest to some of the local residents through previous project consultations, EMPower set up a 

projector at this project consultation evening to facilitate a 360-photomontage viewing point for 

stakeholders to engage with and view how the Project Development would look from different 

vantage points around the wider Study Area.  

3 to 4 stakeholders who felt negatively about the Project Development maintained a presence outside 

the community center and handed out literature during the event. The local radio station was also in 

attendance. EMPower’s managing director facilitated an interview with the local radio station in 

question on the day after the event to discuss the project’s design. 

 

Conversation points during and in the weeks after the third in-person design consultation event 
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included the below: 

 

Stakeholder Enquiry / Discussion Points Coumnagappul Wind Farm Project Team Response 

Biodiversity and habitat management of the 

area including Bat species 

The project team described the full scope of 
environmental assessments being undertaken by 
various industry experts and consultants to identify 
and protect the biodiversity of the project area and 
its wider surrounds. As part of the ecological 
assessments, species habitats, including birds and 
bats will be mapped and potential impacts on the 
local ecosystem will be evaluated and mitigated 
against in line with industry best practice. 

Landscape and Visual project elements The project team described how landscape and visual 
environmental consultants have been assessing the 
study area to identify and outline the potential visual 
effects of the project. Explained how a zone of 
theoretical visibility (ZTV) will be produced outlining 
which turbines will be visible from various locations. 
Photo montages will identify the visual impact of the 
project by showing the operational turbines in situ. 
These photo montages will be made available online 
for stakeholders to review and comment. 

Ornithology The project team described the extent of the 
ornithological assessments being carried out for the 
project included the wider surrounding habitats as 
well as the main project Study Area. Outlined that a 
desk-top study was conducted prior to the 
commencement of bird survey work, to gain an 
understanding of the bird populations using the area 
through present habitats and previous species 
records. Following the review of this ornithological 
data, several bird surveys were carried out including; 
Vantage Point Surveys, Transect surveys during both 
winter and summer season and Hinterland Surveys. 

Proximity of turbines to houses and noise 

implications 

The project team explained the current guidelines 
and restrictions around decibel levels permitted with 
respect to wind farms and the required setback 
distances from housing. 

Planning application process The project team outlined the projects pathway to 
submission in terms of the planning process, including 
details regarding the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and The Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) that will accompany the planning 
submission. Explained that Strategic Infrastructure 
Development projects are submitted to An Bord 
Pleanála for assessment and that all planning 
documents will be available for public review and 
comment during the planning review process prior to 
the consenting authority making a judgement on the 
application. Information on how to make a public 
submission or observation on a strategic 
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infrastructure development application was also 
outlined. 

Hydrology of the Study Area The project team described the current hydrological 
assessments underway, and the legislation 
established to protect water quality in Ireland under 
the Water Framework Directive. 

Timelines for the project’s submission The project team outlined the estimated project 
schedule timelines for each of the project phases 
right through to construction. 

Community Benefit The project team talked through the potential 
financial benefits of the fund to the community, the 
different allocations of the fund and how the fund 
could be accessed. 

Other developments in the general area The project team described the process the company 
takes to screen suitable areas that potentially could 
host a renewable energy project. The project team 
discussed that EMPower are constantly assessing new 
areas as a renewable energy developer. The process 
underway for the Dyrick Hill wind Farm Project was 
discussed. Empower has strong links and working 
relationships with landowners in the Coumnagappul 
area and can assess a landowner holding if asked or if 
buildable area exists under legislative guidelines. The 
Project team outlined that any future developments 
in the wider Coumnagappul area or any part of the 
country would be subject to a separate planning 
application and community engagement process. 

Local property prices pre and post project 

consent 

The project team outlined the different peer 
reviewed studies that have been undertaken in this 
area and these were also emailed onto stakeholders 
as requested and added to our project messaging on 
this topic. These included studies from Scotland, 
England and the US. Discussion points around 
projects that adhere to legislation for adequate 
setback distance from houses and noise conditions, 
carry out early community engagement and adhere 
to planning conditions can ensure that a project is 
correctly sited. The community elements and benefits 
for local houses from a potential fund was also 
discussed which can help to offset any perceived 
property devaluation. 

 

The discussion points and conversations raised during this April 2023 community consultation phase 

were used to inform future project messaging and the overall community consultation process. 
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Stage 7 – October 2023 - Community Consultation – Proposed Coumnagappul Wind 

Farm 

➢ Sixth Project Information Newsletter distributed to a 3-kilometer radius from the projects 

Study Area (108 Eircode’s) 

➢ Sixth Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (108 Eircode’s) 

 

The Project Development’s sixth newsletter (Appendix 6a) was distributed to 108 Eircode’s 

surrounding the project’s Study Area on the weekend of the 07-10-2023. A community letter 

(Appendix 6b) was also included with this sixth project newsletter.  

 
The sixth Coumnagappul Wind Farm project newsletter detailed the proposed Coumnagappul project 

information at this, the Final Design stage. All project proposal elements were listed along with maps 

detailing the final wind farm layout. Final grid connection access and turbine component delivery 

routes were detailed. A description of the planning process for the proposed Coumnagappul Wind 

Farm and how members of the public can make observations and comments on the final submitted 

project proposal was outlined. Information on where the planning application and its associated 

Enviromental documents could be viewed by members of the public was also listed. 

 
The Coumnagappul project timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund 

for the Project Development at this final design stage were also listed along with highlighting project 

contact details. The main aim of this sixth project Newsletter was to highlight the fact that the project 

design team was now in the process of submitting the planning application to An Bord Pleanála for 

assessment. 
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Coumnagappul Wind Farm, Co. Waterford 

 

Appendix 1a – Coumnagappul Community 

Engagement - Main Conversation Themes 
Date Question/Query/Comment Response 

26.08.2022 How to access the Community Consultation Room Yes- Email 

20.10.2022 Copy of the LVIA OSI map requested Yes- Email 

30.11.2022 Distance of proposal from specific residence Yes- Email 

13.10.2022 Coordinates of Turbine 12’s position Yes- Email 

05.03.2021 Location of Project Access point Yes- Email 

03.10.2022 Request for slides from the last webinar Yes- Email 

01.07.2021 Request to assess lands for project involvement Yes- Email 

03.10.2022 Clarification on Webinar date Yes- Email 

14.11.2021 Project traffic, project access point and project 
deliveries in proximity to dwelling 

Yes- Email 

16.10.2022 Location of Project Access point Yes- Email 

27.10.2022 Project planning submission timelines – 
Community engagement procedures in place 

Yes- Email 

08.11.2022 Project Planning Submission Timelines  Yes- Email 

08.03.2022 Landscape and Visual photomontages Yes- Email 

05.02.2021 Turbine predicted noise and effect on sheep 
herding 

Yes- Email 

05.01.2022 Details on Projects Community Exhibition Room Yes- Email 

13.10.2022 Request for LVIA Map and photomontage query Yes- Email 

28.01.2021 Request for community Material and follow on 
call 

Yes – Phone call 

27.09.2022 Request for further public information evenings Yes- Email 

03.10.2022 Request for details on number of Turbines in 
proposal 

Yes- Email 

05.10.2022 Query on how to access community engagement 
fund 

Yes- Email 

05.10.2022 Request for an update on any further public open 
evenings 

Yes- Email 

06.10.2022 Location of Project Access point/Delivery route Yes- Email 

12.10.2022 Coordinates for Turbine 12’s position Yes- Email 

16.10.2022 Likely electricity generation from project Yes- Email 

16.10.2022 Wind Assessment records Yes- Email 



 

Coumnagappul Wind Farm, Co. Waterford 

18.10.2022 At what windspeeds do Wind Turbines operate Yes- Email 

19.10.2022 Coordinates for Turbine 2’s position Yes- Email 

20.10.2022 Wind Turbine generation capacity Yes- Email 

21.10.2022 Nearest Weather stations to the project area Yes- Email 

24.10.2022 Coordinates for the positions of all proposed 
turbines 

Yes- Email 

25.10.2022 Projects Export Grid Route direction Yes- Email 

31.10.2022 Coordinates for the positions of all proposed 
turbines 

Yes- Email 

01.11.2022 Coordinates for the positions of all proposed 
turbines 

Yes- Email 

23.11.2022 Average windspeed at project Study Area Yes- Email 

14.12.2022 Incorrect Project Newsletter delivered Yes- Email 

09.02.2023 
Proposed transmission route: from the indicative 
substation in Coumnagappul to the Dungarvan 
110KV Substation on the Military Rd 

Yes - Email 

25.04.2023 Project Newsletter not delivered Yes - Email 

26.04.2023 Distance from a wind turbine to a residential 
property 

Yes - Email 

27.04.2023 Concerns about health issues and protecting 
watercourses 

Yes-Email 

27.04.2023 Query regarding local school and community 
benefit fund 

Yes –Phone call 

21.05.2023 Wind Farm effects on property prices Yes - Email 
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Appendix 1b – July 2019  

Project Information Newsletter  
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Appendix 1c – 16/08/2019  

Dungarvan Observer Notice 
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Appendix 2a – 27/11/2020 

Project Information Letter 
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Appendix 2b – 04/12/2020 

Dungarvan Observer Notice 
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Appendix 2c – 10/12/2020 

 First project Online Design Webinar 
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Appendix 3a – 21/05/2021  

Project Information Newsletter 
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Appendix 3b – 21/05/2021  

Project Information Letter 
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Appendix 3c – 28/05/2021  

Dungarvan Observer Notice 
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Appendix 3d – 01/06/2021  

Project Information Online Webinar 
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Appendix 4a – September 2022  

Project Information Newsletter 
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Appendix 4b – September 2022  

Project Information Letter 
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Appendix 4c – 30/09/2022  

Dungarvan Observer Notice of Webinar Event 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Coumnagappul Wind Farm, Co. Waterford 

Appendix 4d – 07/12/2022  

Project Information Evening 

Dungarvan Observer Notice of In-person Event 
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Appendix 4e – 05/10/2022  

Online Design Webinar 
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Appendix 4f – 05/10/2022  

Online Design Webinar Questions Answered 
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Appendix 4g – 12/10/2022 

Open Evening Event Photos 
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Appendix 5a – December 2022  

Project Information Newsletter 
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Appendix 5b - 08/12/2022  

Project Information Letter 
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Appendix 5c – Coumnagappul  

Project Online Exhibition 
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Appendix 6a – April 2023  

Project Information Newsletter 
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Appendix 6b – April 2023  

Project Information Letter 
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Appendix 6c – April 2023  

Dungarvan Observer Notice 
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Appendix 6d – April 2023  

Poster for Project Design Information Event 
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Appendix 6e – 26/04/2023  

In person Consultation Event Photos 
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Appendix 7a – October 2023 

Project Information Newsletter  
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Appendix 7b – October 2023  

Project Information Letter 
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